
Massive market

Africa’s population is 
estimated at 800 million 
and is projected to pass the 
2 billion mark by 2050. By 
then, one in five persons in 
the world will be an African, 
representing a huge market 
and productive resource. 
The population of Africa is 
young, for instance 44 per 
cent below is the age of 
15, and is expected to stay 
relatively young. In contrast, 
the contemporary trend in 
all other continents is of 
aging populations. These 
factors, and developments 
on the continent, combine 
to form a picture of a 
young, educated, creative 
and energetic Africa with a 
passion for technology. Africa 
will then have the critical 
mass to drive innovation 

directed at dealing with its 
unique challenges. Already 
there are accelerating 
moves to combine the 
regional blocks into one 
common Africa-wide market. 
These demography-driven 
developments demand 
policy, practical and 
infrastructural changes that 
will catapult Africa’s global 
standing. 
  

Regime changes

Modern political dynamics 
are increasingly hostile 
to the type of political 
leadership that has held 
Africa progress hostage for 
the past fifty years. First, 
there is heightened global 
scrutiny because Africa is 
of increasing significance 
to the world as a resource 
pool. Second, the African 
population, generally young 

and at least with basic 
education is more enquiring 
and demanding of national 
leadership. Over the next few 
decades, the thirst for good 
governance will continue to 
grow and become a strong 
force for regime changes. It 
is helpful to note that there 
is generally a generational 
change underway in Africa. 
The emerging leadership 
has a less ‘kleptocratic’ 
outlook and is amenable to 
good stewardship. The new 
leadership is also nimbler 
and more conversant with 
21st century aspirations.

Global power play

China has arrived as a global 
economic powerhouse, 
India is not far behind. Both 
these emergent powers; and 
Europe and the United States 
of America consider Africa 
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an essential partner. Africa’s 
geopolitical stakes have 
significantly risen and are 
expected to remain high well 
into the future. Therefore, 
Africa has significant 
negotiating leverage that 
can be put to good use in 
advancing Africa’s interests. 
In addition, there is growing 
global acknowledgement 
that Africa and Africans are 
adopting a value-adding 
posture in global affairs. The 
USA election results of 2007 
provide a unique platform 
to further enhance the value 
of Africa’s contribution to 
global advancement.

Communications

Africa’s communication 
links with the rest of the 
world have significantly 
improved and are set to 
further benefit from a number 
of infrastructure projects. 
Besides telecommunications, 
Africa’s transport 
infrastructure is under 
rehabilitation in a number 
of countries, due in a large 
measure to a recent rise 

in global demand for raw 
materials from Africa. Within 
Africa, it is increasingly 
easier to communicate across 
nations. African peoples’ 
interactions across national 
borders are expected to be 
initially driven by commerce. 
Conversations on governance 
and the sharing of 
experiences and best practice 
will soon pick up and 
fuel heightened yearning, 
even agitation, for good 
governance. Significantly, the 
African Diaspora is in touch 
with family and friends in 
Africa, further enhancing the 
international network and its 
impact on Africa’s prospects.

Ease of communication is 
creating an international 
African network and is 
emerging as a key enabler for 
Africa’s pre-eminence in a 
few decades’ time.

World view

In order to power its 
renaissance, Africa has 
been reviewing its world 
view, which is an invaluable 

exercise. Africa is re-
discovering its rich heritage 
of enormous contribution 
to early civilization’s 
understanding of geometry, 
science, architecture, 
medicine, astronomy and 
art.  Africa’s strong sense of 
identity is being reinforced 
as it re-examines its values. 
Justice, righteousness, 
peace and order are re-
emerging as cherished 
African values. Responsibility 
is replacing a donor-
dependent mentality. A sense 
of capability is replacing 
a hopeless resignation to 
‘dark continent’ syndrome. 
Hard work, excellence and 
innovation are becoming 
increasingly valued. This 
shifting of paradigm after 
nearly half a millennium of 
dehumanizing experience, 
under slavery followed by 
colonialism, is critical to 
the sustained African pre-
eminence. 

The smart money is on 
Africa, because it is poised 
to take pride of place on 
the global economic growth 
scene.
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